Living Hope – Equipping Track

Relational Evangelism

“Be wise in the way you act towards outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.” Colossians 4:5-6

Introduction

What is ‘relational evangelism’? Simply sharing the good news of God’s kingdom through building relationships! In the past, churches have often promoted ‘stranger evangelism’, based on teams of Christians going out to ‘witness for Christ’ – meeting strangers door-to-door or elsewhere, and attempting to speak to them about spiritual matters. This is very hard for most people to do; therefore most Christians don’t do it! Yet God loves all the ‘lost’ people around us – our relatives, friends, colleagues, neighbours, acquaintances – and he has chosen each of us to work with him in reaching out to them with his love (see 2 Corinthians 5:20). Cell-based evangelism is always first of all about building relationships – thereby creating bridges that can provide natural opportunities for sharing the message.

What is Evangelism?

Real evangelism may be understood as working with someone you know, to see them move forward in the process of coming to know God, and of becoming a true disciple. We cannot simply share our testimony and a presentation of the gospel message and expect people to pray to receive Christ. Sometimes this will happen, but only when a person has already moved through a whole series of earlier steps: Accepting the messenger (you), becoming familiar with the message, understanding their own need etc. The Engels Scale has long been used as a tool to help Christians understand the typical stages a person must go through in their journey towards God. Take time to look carefully over this now, and come back to it again when you are working with a specific person. Ask the Lord to reveal to you their current position, and how you can help them to move forward.

The Engels Scale
(Evangelism Through Cells, page 14)

-10
Awareness of the supernatural

-9
No effective knowledge of Christianity

-8
Initial awareness of Christianity

-7
Interest in Christianity

-6
Awareness of basic facts of the gospel

-5
Grasp implications of the gospel

-4
Positive attitude to the gospel

-3
Awareness of personal need

-2
Challenge and decision to act

-1
Repentance and faith

0
A disciple is born!

+1
Evaluation of decision

+2
Initiation into the church

+3
Become part of the process of making other disciples

+4
Growth in understanding of the faith

+5
Growth in Christian character

+6
Discovery and use of gifts

+7
Christian lifestyle

+8
Stewardship of resources

+9
Prayer

+10
Openness to others/effective sharing of faith and life

Making friends

“Love your neighbour as yourself.” Mark 12:31

This is the heart of true evangelism. Is it possible to truly love the people around us, to take an interest in their lives, to help them out with the practicalities of life, and yet care nothing for their eternal souls?

It is a mistake to think God only uses special people, evangelists and ministers, to bring people to himself. Research shows that 70% of people who come to faith, do so because they have a Christian friend. (Evangelism Through Cells, Laurence Singlehurst and Liz West, Cell UK, page 11). All of us can make friends!

The Cell Group Challenge: Every member to develop a relationship with 3 local non-Christian friends, seeking, with the help of the group, to draw them to Christ.

Do you have 3 local non-Christian friends (can include family etc.) whose names you can share with your group?

Write their names here:

	1)
	     

	2)
	     

	3)
	     


Sometimes Christians are so involved in church activities and meetings, there is no time to relate to the unchurched people around us. Our priorities do not match those of our heavenly Father. We are ”busy, busy, busy – but it’s not that primary task!” (George Verwer, founder of mission organisation Operation Mobilisation).

How do you spend your time? Do you need to adjust your lifestyle to make time to befriend unsaved people? To what lengths should we be prepared to go to help bring people to Christ?

“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” Mark 10:45

“…I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some.” 1 Corinthians 9:22

Take a few moments to consider possible changes you could make to free up more time for relationships with unbelievers. Write down your thoughts:

	     

	     


Draw a ring around any changes you are both able and willing to begin to make at this time.

“Friendship is always developed in the context of something else.” (Laurence Singlehurst, Cell UK). That is, no-one makes friends for friendship’s sake, rather there must be a common interest that brings them together.

Consider these contexts and write down the names of unbelievers you know in each category:

· Family (local)

· Work

· Existing friends

· Leisure activities

· Community involvement

· Social action projects

· Neighbours

· Church meetings

Ask God to guide you to those whose hearts are open, whom he will draw to himself.

Cell Church pioneer, Ralph Neighbour, shares this example from his own experience of cell-based evangelism: “When we baptised, each convert represented months of patient servanthood.” (Where do we go from here?, page 105).

“’Hospitality’ the secret ingredient in relational evangelism in the 21st century.” (Evangelism Through Cells, page 20).

What about work colleagues, family or friends who do not live near our church? Isn’t God concerned about them too? Of course he is! But the role of the cell group in reaching these people is limited to supporting you in your individual witness to them. They can, and should, still appear on your group’s prayer list. 

Team Fishing
“’Come, follow me’, Jesus said, ‘and I will make you fishers of men.’” Mark 1:17

Every Christian is called to be a ‘fisher of men’, i.e. one who helps bring others to Christ. Yet, our Lord does not expect us to be ‘super-heroes’ – going out alone to win a lost world for Jesus. Rather, people will be able to see that Christ is real through the relationships we have with one another in the community of the church (see John 13:35). Cell-based evangelism is about working together as a team. We pray for each other’s friends, get to know them, visit them together, share social events together, serve them together. This is ‘team fishing’! In any team there will be ‘sowers’, ‘reapers’ and ‘keepers’. The strengths and weaknesses of the whole group balance each other – some make friends more easily and may know a lot of non-Christians. These people are ‘sowers’. Others enjoy sharing the gospel and helping people find faith. These people are ’reapers’. Still others feel more comfortable caring for new believers. These people are ‘keepers’.

Yet we can all share in these different aspects of ministry. And every Christian should be able to share their testimony and lead another person to Christ! One opportunity that should be open to every cell group member is to visit an unbeliever along with a more experienced Christian. You can learn much from the example of the more experienced partner on such occasions.

Our Part: Intentional Effort

Outreach does not happen ‘by magic’, nor should we wait for someone else to tell us what to do. We cannot just ‘trust God’ and expect people to be saved. The principle, as in all areas of spiritual life, is that we must do our part, step out in faith, take positive action. (for example, see Deuteronomy 28:8,12). We must offer to God what we do have, however little it may seem, and he will make it sufficient. (see Mark 6:37-44). Also, we must seek to be obedient to the Lord as he prompts us by the Holy Spirit who lives in us. (e.g. Luke 5:4-7; Acts 8:26-27; 10:19-20; 16:9-10).

As we do our part, it is God himself who will give success; it is he who will bless what we do; it is he who will grant us an abundant harvest, a miraculous catch of fish! (see Luke 5:8-11; John 15:5).

Some Things You Can Do

Here are some practical suggestions to help you get involved:

· Seek to build relationships with 3 local unbelievers – ask the Lord to guide your choice, to show you those who will be open to the message.

· Pray for them regularly.

· Share their names and situations with your group.

· Pray for them in your group meetings.

· Participate in visiting unbelievers – go in teams of two.

· Get involved in social events that create links between your group and the community of unbelievers around it.

· Learn to share your own spiritual story (your ‘testimony’).

· Learn to share the gospel message.

· Spend time with your friends informally!

· Seek ways of helping people through practical service, again to create bridges through which the gospel might be shared (e.g. lifts, babysitting, gardening etc. etc.)

“I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.”
Luke 16:9
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